
 
 

Faculty Senate Resolution on University Library Funding (October 2016) 
 
 
Whereas the University of Louisiana at Lafayette aspires to move up in Carnegie Classification 
from a regional university to a nationally competitive research-intensive institution with “Very 
High Research Activity”1;  
 
Whereas the University’s Strategic Plan for 2015 - 2020 calls on the University to “allocate 
sufficient funds to increase library expenditures for provision of research and information 
resources to meet or exceed the average of our comparative peer institutions”2;   
 
Whereas the University’s Strategic Plan for 2015 - 2020 further calls on the University to 
“enhance supporting infrastructure for the conduct of research and innovation”3; “implement 
and sustain student support to retain graduate students,” “expand support for graduate 
students,” and “develop an undergraduate research initiative”4;  
 
Whereas a university’s library is a key indicator of the overall health and quality of the 
institution, and “the library is the physical manifestation of the core values and activities of 
academic life”5; 
 
Whereas evidence demonstrates a correlation between investment in a university library’s 
collections and services and an increase in grant funding awarded the university6; 
 
Whereas university libraries are tied to institutional outcomes related to faculty research 
productivity, teaching, and service7; 
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Whereas the ability to produce meaningful research at any level – undergraduate, graduate, or 
faculty – is severely impeded by lack of access to current scholarship; 
 
Whereas evidence demonstrates positive contributions of academic libraries to student learning 
and achievement, including higher grade point averages and graduation rates8 9;  
 
Whereas undergraduate student use of library services is a predictor of retention10; 
  
Whereas the Library has only fifteen full-time faculty lines, or less than one faculty librarian per 
every 1,000 students; 
 
Whereas the University allocated $1,671,373 for library materials expenditures in 2014 (the most 
recent year for which data are available via the National Center for Education Statistics) for 
resources such as one-time payments for print books and ongoing subscription costs to journals 
and databases, which are essential to the research and education mission of the University, 
while our peer institutions averaged $3,763,162 in library materials expenditures, a difference of 
$2,091,78911 (see Appendix A); 
 
Whereas the University allocated $272.00 in library expenditures per full-time student in 2014 
while our peer institutions averaged $511.00 in library expenditures per full-time student12 (see 
Appendix B);  
 
Be it resolved that the Faculty Senate of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette expects the 
University to prioritize Library funding for material and human resources, in line with the 
strategic initiatives and key performance indicators enumerated in the Strategic Plan 2015 - 
2020.  
 
Be it further resolved that the Faculty Senate expects the University to investigate in good faith 
sustainable and enduring sources of funding for the Library for both the near- and long-term, 
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including but not limited to dedicating a percentage of funds to the Library from indirect costs 
associated with outside grants awarded the University (see Appendix C).  
 
 
 


